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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2017-769
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Katrina Brown
Date of Introduction: November 14, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: NCSPHS, F
Date of Analysis: November 16, 2017
Type of Action: Authorizing code violation lien accrued interest waiver amnesty program
Bill Summary: The bill authorizes the Director of the Finance and Administration Department to create a 90 day amnesty period during which the City may eliminate Municipal Code Enforcement Board/Special Master penalties and/or liens for Property Safety and Maintenance Code violations that have been in effect for more than 6 months, provided the underlying lien is paid off and the property owner corrects the violations by a date certain contained in a written agreement between the City and the violator.  The amnesty period shall extend for 90 days from the commencement date established by the Director and may be extended by future ordinance of the City Council.
Background Information: The City Council has previously approved two amnesty periods in 2006 and 2010 to encourage property owners with pending liens for violations of the Property Safety and Maintenance Code to correct the violations and pay off their liens by authorizing the administration to waive accrued interest charges and penalties on the liens, which in some instances can accrue to large amounts and may exceed the amount of the original lien.  The amnesty authorization prohibits waiver or elimination of any interest and penalties on liens for which the underlying violation remains uncorrected. Applications for amnesty must be received before the close of business on the final day of the period designated by the Finance Director.
Policy Impact Area: Code violation lien resolution
Fiscal Impact: As of 9/7/17, the total amount that could potentially be forgiven was $522,672,862.16 in the following categories: $501,093,112 in accrued daily rolling fines; $21,579,750.16 in accrued interest on contractor liens. The amounts increase on a daily basis as long as they remain unpaid.
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